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Remembering Queen Elizabeth II 
Who She Was and Why She Mattered 


IAN DEJONG 
SENIOR REPORTER 


The death of Queen Elizabeth I touched millions 
of lives across the world. Her Majesty peacefully passed 
away at the age of 96 on September 8, 2022, at the Bal- 
moral Castle in Scotland. Exceeding the record for the lon- 
gest reign on the British throne, she fulfilled her ceremonial 
duty by demonstrating calmness and compassion but also 
prudence and courage in times of warfare. 


Influential figures were quick to comment on her passing 
and legacy. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau made emotional 
remarks in response to the news, saying that “Canada is 
in mourning,” as he remembered her for showing Canada 
“strength and wisdom.” Liz Truss, the Prime Minister of 
the U.K., called the Queen “the very spirit of Great Brit- 
ain.” Keir Starmer, the leader of the British Labour Party, 
deemed her death “the passing of an era.” 


At her funeral service on September 19, Justin Welby, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury remarked, “Those who serve will be 
loved and remembered when those who cling to power and 
privileges are long forgotten.” In this statement, Welby ref- 
erences a key principle of the British throne that serves as 
a good reminder: the Queen does not rule, but she reigns. 


In addition to these leaders, the Queen's death triggered 
a plethora of responses from the public and the media, 
many of which paid tribute to and honoured her accom- 
plishments. Nevertheless, amid the praises from global 
media outlets, it may be difficult to understand why Chris- 
tian Canadian university students in the twenty-first cen- 
tury need to join in with the crowd and echo the loud ac- 
claims for Queen Elizabeth II. As effective critical thinkers, 
the first question to ask is, “Are these leaders and 
journalists ignoring the dark chapters in the story of her 
seven-decade reign?” 


Not everyone was immediately distressed when they 
heard the news of the Queen’s passing. Journalists from 
Al Jazeera, Global News, and the Washington Post have 
all suggested questioning instead of mourning when re- 
sponding to the Queen’s death. Indeed, the Queen was in 
power during Britain’s long and painful colonial era, when 
countries in Africa, the Caribbean, and Asia suffered from 
exploitation and death; today, they continue to suffer from 
the effects of abuse from their British colonizers. 


It goes without saying that mourning her death is es- 
sential, but the journalists do have a point in saying 
that excessive glorification of the Queen’s life over- 
looks the injustice of oppression and _ colonialism. 


But is this the account of all colonized peoples throughout 
history? Nelson Mandela, former South African president, a 


champion of human rights, and a man who suffered greatly 
under British rule, writes, “While I abhorred the notion of 
British imperialism, I never rejected the trappings of Brit- 
ish style and manners.” It may be valuable to take a page 
out of Mandela’s notebook and know that we can acknowl- 
edge both the institutional sin of the Royal Family and the 
admirable impact they created around the globe. 


Yet, the problem for the Redeemer body is not the failure 
to understand a balanced approach when reflecting on the 
Queen’s past, or even to understand that the Queen left 
an important legacy for them. The problem is that not all 
Redeemer students know the extent of the Queen’s power 
and show a lack of interest in the Queen’s activity. This 
is not surprising, as a recent study conducted by Global 
News showed that “Canadians over the age of 55 were also 
more likely to hold positive views or attachments to the 
Queen and Crown, which Bourque said is a sign that, when 
it comes to younger people, the monarchy is ‘losing its rel- 
evance in Canada.” 


When 40 Redeemer students were asked about how they 
were impacted by the Queen’s death, 7% felt very much 
impacted, 36% felt somewhat impacted, 61% felt very little 
impact, and 25% felt no impact at all. Additionally, only 2 
out of the 40 students surveyed watched the Queen’s fu- 
neral service. 78% of these students felt Canada needed 
to keep its monarchical ties with the Royal Family. 50% 
did not know that the Queen had more than symbolic 
power. Lastly, 47% felt that the Queen left a”very positive” 
legacy in history, while 53% said she left a “somewhat posi- 
tive” legacy. 


Indeed, the Queen did not hold much political power in 
comparison to a prime minister or commander-in-chief, 
but she still had power—not often used—and many re- 
sponsibilities on her plate. In her lifetime, she travelled to 
117 countries, administered meetings, and instructed her 
subjects with wisdom and compassion. 


As the leader of the Commonwealth of Nations—an asso- 
ciation of 54 countries, some of which were never under 
British imperialism—she bore the task of uniting these na- 
tions through trade and travel, despite their religious and 
cultural differences. 


As head of state, she possessed the power to appoint or 
dismiss ministers, summon a parliamentary assembly, 
and even veto bills passed by Parliament. Also, if the prime 
minister were reluctant to resign, she had the power to dis- 
solve him or her. 


How has the Queen’s death impacted Canada? Despite one 
Canadian commentator from the Line calling the British 
monarchy a “fancy prison” for not allowing their descen- 
dants to leave, most are mourning alongside Trudeau and 
many other politicians who have appreciated her legacy. 


In the political realm, Canada will not change after the 
Queen’s death, as suggested by Jonathan Malloy, profes- 
sor of political science at Carleton University. 


Although we may admit the unusual unfree elements of 
the British monarchy and its no-more-than-symbolic im- 
pact on Canada, Queen Elizabeth II’s legacy for Canada 
highlights a critical difference between our nation and our 
neighbours to the south. Historically, there is more evi- 
dence of a stronger social fabric and economic prosperity 
within a constitutional monarchy than in a constitutional 
republic. In addition to Canada, other telling examples in- 
clude Australia, Denmark, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. Obvi- 
ously, there are other factors to consider, but there is no 
doubt that monarchies have a significant role to play in 
conveying stability, and the Queen can no doubt be cred- 
ited for that achievement. 


But a more important aspect of her legacy for Redeemer 
students to consider is the impact of her faith in execut- 
ing her royal duties. In 1953, at her coronation ceremony, 
she promised her constituents worldwide to serve as a “de- 
fender of the faith,” which she continued to fulfill in her 
later years as an advocate of religious freedom. In response 
to the 9/11 attacks, she delivered a speech at St. Paul's Ca- 
thedral that referenced Romans 12:19, a verse that pres- 
ents valuable messages of the gospel, to resist vengeance 
against our enemies and to trust in the will of the Lord. 


Looking ahead, the Queen's eldest son King Charles III 
will continue to serve in the place of the head monarch as 
his mother before him. After Charles's reign, 40-year-old 
Prince William will inherit the throne, whose eldest son is 
eight-year-old Prince George. 


There are three important things to note about the incom- 
ing succession to the throne. First, many political com- 
mentators think that a monarchy led by King Charles III 
would resemble the Scandinavian monarchy and aim to 
be more informal. Second, our generation will most likely 
never see a female monarch again in our lifetime, which 
may urge us to appreciate the impact of women in leader- 
ship. Third, the kings in line have much more preparation 
than when the Queen took the throne at twenty-five-years- 
old or any elected official in politics. This provides Canada 
with a strong degree of trust, as their leadership has been 
long in the making. 


We can only hope and pray that in the limited responsibil- 
ity and symbolic power of the British monarch they may 
continue to instill stability in Canadian society and remain 
faithful to God in their service. 
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A Letter From The Editor 


Hello Redeemer! 


It is my honour and pleasure to be this year’s editor-in-chief of the Crown! Never did I think three 
years ago when I pulled the October issue of the Crown out of my mailbox as a fresh, first-year 
student, that I would be the editor in a few years. Honestly, back then, I think the only article I read 
was the one I was interviewed for. Other than that, I skimmed the front-page article and looked 
at the back-page photos of the people of Redeemer. I was not aware that students were writing on 
intriguing, valuable, and relevant topics that were worth my time. 


For that reason, one of my goals as editor this year is to bring awareness to the Crown, its history, 
and the value it holds today. The Crown exists as one of the means by which students of Redeemer 
have a voice. We stand to represent the students in a way that reflects our Lord and Saviour and 
upholds Biblical values. That is the purpose of the Crown, and it is my prayer that we strongly hold 
to it this year. 


Aligned with that purpose, I am pleased to say that our first issue of the goth volume of the Crown 
is worth reading all the way through. I work alongside a talented team of writers and editors who 
have, together, made this issue what it is. lan DeJong has captured the front page with an article 
on the Queen and her reign. Rieneke Helder has drawn our attention to the fact of the final year of 
frozen tuition. Daniel Walessa shares his concerns and advice on the stresses first-year students are 
facing. President Chapman enlightens us on his vision for student body leadership this year. And 
lastly, a crossword exists for your puzzling pleasure. 


Beyond this physical publication, the Crown exists on Instagram @ru_crown, and this year we aim 
to post more than just our articles. Follow along for some fun, interactive, and behind-the-scenes 
content. 


And if you ever feel like reaching out, you can email thecrown@redeemer.ca with feedback on 
articles, suggestions of things to change, or even with something that you think may be worth pub- 
lishing. | would love to chat and look forward to hearing from you! 


If you have read all of this, | appreciate you! :) 


Happy reading! 
Abby 


CONTACT: 

Crown Office 

c/o Redeemer University The opinions expressed in the Crown are not necessarily those of The Crown is published by students six times per academic year 
777 Garner Road East, Redeemer University’s student body, faculty, or administration, and is funded by the students of Redeemer University 


Ancaster, ON LoK 1J4 but is dedicated to the broader universtiy community, 


Classifieds 


Welcome to Redeemer’s Classifieds! This section of the Crown is devoted to publishing what students have to 
say. This is a spot for you to say what’s on your mind, whether that's telling us who you're crushing on, advertis- 
ing an event, asking your neighbour to turn down the music at night or just doing some shameless self promo- 
tion. Keep an eye out on our instagram for a chance to submit your message for our next edition. 


Trying to get your Ring 
by Spring, but don’t know 
where to start? Then 
try @redeemer_singles_ 
tinder 


So what are we calling it 
Officially? The squiggle? 
The worm? 
| think squiggle, 


SQUIGGLY WIGGLY 


Redeemer needs 
more dances 


@redeemer_large_games 
is hosting a Euchre Tour- 
nament Friday, October 
14th at 7pm in the Rec 
Centre, open to Students, 
Profs, and Faculty alike. 
More information and 
sign-ups in the app in the 
Redeemer Large Games 
Group or on the Insta- 
gram Page, but walk-ins 
will be accepted 


Idk why RU Confessions 
hasn't been deleted yet 


Normalize hugging all 
your besties 


Remember the good old 
days when people didn’t 
talk in the library? 


PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW 
THIS! The po-po put a 
speed camera in front of 
Immaculate Conception, 
if you go over 30 they're 
gonna get you! UNGH! 


Farmer's wraps from 
Tim’s just don’t taste the 
same now that they are 
served wrapped in paper. 
Please bring back the 
red cardboard 
Sleeve packaging. 


@redeemer_large_games 
is also running a game of 
Assassin, the game that 
hit the campus by storm 
last year. More 
information and sign-ups 
in the app in the Redeem- 
er Large Games Group or 
on the Instagram Page. 


The imleagues app sucks 
and whoever makes the 
school use it for 
intramurals should 
be fired 


This year's first years are 
the thirstiest first years 
Redeemer has ever seen 


The Eagles are way better 
than Elton John 


Paul Baloche kinda 
hype ngl 


Why are there so many 
DeJongs here 


President Zietsma makes 
me uncomfortable 


Why are there NO 
OUTLETS in the Charis 
Classrooms 


The student senate 
president is a smoke 
show this year 


Rob Joustra is the 
easiest prof to make 
memes about 


The fruit from the market 
isn't really THAT bad 


RU market: a bag of meat 
with no label/cooking 
instructions: what could 
90 wrong? 


The cheese wheel in 
the market was a badly 
flamboyant idea 


The sofa chairs upstairs 
by the commuter lounge 
is the best place to study 


My favourite part about 
university is watching the 
first-years come to terms 
with reality and no longer 

stick to their morning 

workout schedule that 

they optimistically and 
unrealistically set at the 
beginning of September 


Peter Frielink, you seem 
to have a lot of home- 
work. Every time | go to 
the library you are sitting 
there, glued to one of the 
tables at the back. 


Joustra bringing up lan 
DeJong’s mom in class 
was uncalled for 


Marshall is killing 
it as president 
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Dusting off Differences 


RIENEKE HELDER 
SENIOR REPORTER 


We live in polarized times. Bold statements made 
by authorities while those in power grapple with the weight 
of leadership in times of uncertainty often lead to deeper 
issues coming out of the woodwork. Take note of the fre- 
quency at which you hear the word “polarized” as a de- 
scriptor of today’s culture and one is reminded of just how 
many conversations have been opened up in recent years. 
Take, for example, the Freedom Convoy this past winter or 
the increasing volume of dialogue surrounding race and di- 
versity since June of 2020. These conversations have been 
the cause for reconsideration of how we interact with one 
another and perceive the world around us, largely because 
they force us to drag our differences out from the far cor- 
ners of our private lives and into the light. For some Chris- 
tians, the topic of the Bible’s stance on sexuality is another, 
perhaps more recent, source of controversy—and one that 
hits close to home for Redeemer and its supporting com- 
munity. 


The report following the general assembly of the Christian 
Reformed Church in 1973 (Synod 1973) stated that homo- 
sexual sex is not consistent with Biblical teaching. This 
stance, however, was presented as “pastoral advice;” oppo- 
sition to this interpretation of Scripture has led to varying 
viewpoints within the denomination as well as each con- 
gregation, yet it had not warranted divisions or discipline. 
Decades later, Synod 2016 appointed a new committee 
to “study human sexuality.” They were given five years to 
research and study Scripture with the goal of coming to a 
conclusion that would thereafter provide the foundation of 
the CRC’s stance on gender and sexuality, including wheth- 
er or not it is a confessional issue to consider homosexual 
sex to be a form of unchastity. Should it be considered a 
confessional issue, members of CRC churches, especially 
those in positions of leadership, would be more bound to 
agree with the denomination’s stance. 


Nearly six years later, post-pandemic and much more cul- 
turally polarized, a copy of what has been nicknamed “The 
Human Sexuality Report” is now in our hands (the full title 
of the report is “The Report of the Committee to Articulate 
a Foundation-laying Biblical Theology of Human Sexual- 
ity”). The report was released in 2021 and this past June, 
Synod officially affirmed the Report's message. 

The CRC’s conclusion that “homosexual sex is not consis- 
tent with Biblical teaching” and is therefore a confessional 
issue was not one arrived at lightly or without any sense 
of lament. In fact, the 175-page report includes a lengthy 
preamble, including many comments on the hurt felt by 
members of the LGBTQ+ community at the fault of the 
church in the past, calling the church to “publicly and pri- 
vately admit the pain and the alienation that have resulted 
from these sinful actions and attitudes” (Biblical Theology 
of Human Sexuality, 9). 


Naturally, the topic of a Biblical view on sexuality is a di- 
visive one. After all, unity is far more easily pursued when 


Dropping the Art of Persuasion and Pursuing Unity 


| 


what divides us is kept in the shadows. As one student 
shared, “It is rather simple to love someone uncondition- 
ally when they meet all of your conditions.” 


Shiao Chong, editor-in-chief of the Banner (a magazine 
published by the Christian Reformed Church), wrote a pair 
of editorials after Synod 2022, urging readers to “beware 
loveless orthodoxy” and spiritual pride, two of the deeper 
issues at play here. I reached out to 
him with a few questions surrounding 
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Sikkema continues, “It can be hard to actually talk to peo- 
ple with whom we strongly disagree. And I’m not naive in 
thinking ‘talking’ will solve polarization. But if it is going to 
help, we would do well to remember that we are all embod- 
ied creatures. We each have lived experiences, sometimes 
deeply painful ones, that have shaped our ways of looking 
at the world. I think Paul, in 1 Corinthians, shows us that 
Christians who have no love might be ‘right’ in a certain 

sense, but also still deeply ‘wrong’ 

in how they talk about or to others 


the report and the direction he would Unity is far more easily without love.” 
encourage Christians to be nudged to- ; 
wards. pursued when our differences Speaking specifically of the Human 


“My concern with the homosexuality is- 
sue in the church has always been pas- 
toral,” Chong shared. “I believe we need 
to do better pastorally, regardless of our 
theological positions. I was a campus 
pastor for fifteen years before becoming 
editor. In my experience, people who 
are LGBTQ+, especially Christians, 
struggle with a lot of pain, depression, 
low self-esteem, and fear. Almost all of 
them already know about the church’s 
theological position. What they need 
deeply is to experience God’s grace and 
love. Because for most of them, biblical 
truths have been weaponized against 
them, wrongly used to judge them and 
cause them harm, or to justify harm towards them. There- 
fore, we have to remember that they have experienced a lot 
of trauma.” 


We dig into this specific topic not because it is any more 
important to decide how we feel about it than other hot top- 
ics, but because the heart of a Christian's questions about 
God’s view on sexuality and gender naturally uproots much 
of our apprehension to disagreement in general. Dr. Doug 
Sikkema is Assistant Professor of the Core Program and 
English here at Redeemer. As the board chair of a Christian 
school, Dr. Sikkema found himself in the thick of polarized 
discussions surrounding COVID-19 policy, needing to fully 
listen to both sides. 


“No matter your role, you have to learn to hold your con- 
victions charitably,” Sikkema shared. “Being able to articu- 
late a position and clearly know why you think the way you 
do matters. But, depending on your role or office, you also 
need to wisely discern the right platforms in which to ad- 
dress them. Today everyone wants to shout from the social 
media megaphone when, perhaps, a coffee and a face-to- 
face talk would be best. It also helps to remember that no 
one thinks they are wrong. So listen, and always be willing 
to acknowledge that you might be wrong about something, 
or need to take a moment to rethink your position.” 


Steps towards eradication of the sense of alienation that the 
report refers to can only be taken when we remain curious 
about the lived experiences of people on the other side of 
the fence, rather than focusing only on the art of persuasion 
and convincing the other why we are right. 


collect dust, and we focus only 
on that which we have in 
common. The real challenge 
arises when we address that 
which threatens to divide us 
not with the goal of 
pursuasion but of deeper 
understanding and acceptance. 


dividuals are quick to share wheth- 
er or not we would have come to the 
same conclusion as the report did. 
We are slower, however, to speak 
to what we do at a standstill. When 
dust settles and we have not con- 
vinced the other side to cross the 
ence and join us, how do we take 
steps forward? 


Sikkema speaks to this as well: 
“There will always be a limit to 
what sitting down and listening to 
each other can do. But, people who 
willingly submit themselves to a 
community with known standards 
of belief and conduct, whether that’s churches or educa- 
tional institutions, do so knowing the form of discipleship 
they presumably want in that community. This is a beau- 
tiful, challenging reality for all of us who enter into such 
communities.” 


“I think it is more about a ‘right heart,’ first and foremost, 
and then followed by a right approach to interpreting 
Scripture,” Chong shared on the topic as well. “There's no 
easy way for that but a long obedience in God's ways to 
grow a heart that loves God and neighbor, a heart that loves 
and desires after what God loves and desires. Desire for or- 
thodoxy is a good thing, but if not tempered by genuine 
biblical love, it can be twisted for evil. Mastering Scripture 
without being, in turn, mastered by Scripture is a recipe 
for spiritual damage. We need less ‘bible tamers’ who can 
quote verses off the tip of their tongues as if Scripture is 
simply a tool they can master and use for their own agen- 
das. Even the devil quoted Scripture to tempt Jesus. We 
need more ‘bible wrestlers’ who engage Scripture deeply 
and, in the process, are transformed, even reluctantly, by 
30d's Word.” 


Unity is far more easily pursued when our differences are 
neatly tucked away to collect dust, and we focus only on 
that which we have in common. The real challenge arises 
when we address that which threatens to divide us not with 
the goal of persuasion but of deeper understanding and ac- 
ceptance. Leaning into spaces of contention may well be 
one of the first steps in the long obedience that shapes our 
desires and guides our life. 
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(Almost) All Things New 


Redeemer’s Voices on the Various Additions to their Community 


IAN DEJONG 
SENIOR REPORTER 


‘Tis the season of change. As students embark on an- 
other year at Redeemer University, it is not hard to spot 
the changing currents of this school’s journey of academ- 
ic flourishing. Recently, Redeemer students received a 
glimpse of these changing developments on the Redeemer 
timeline displayed in the halls, which records the school’s 
milestones from 1982 to 2022. 


The most recent introductions to the community, as shown 
on the wall, included finalizing the construction of the Cha- 
ris Live and Learn Centre and the parking lots, inaugurat- 
ing Dr. David Zietsma as the university's president, new 
programs, and the fortieth-anniversary celebration. But 
the timeline in the halls is not enough to display the many 
developments in the Redeemer community. 


For good or for bad, Redeemer is changing at a rapid pace; 
it has hosted many upgrades in response to the growing 
student population. This year, student enrollment peaked 
at just over 1,100, a significant jump from 1,014 in the pre- 
vious year. This article will provide a substantial overview 
of the new elements of the 2022 school season, urge stu- 
dents to take advantage of these new opportunities, and 
elaborate on the reaction of the school community in re- 
sponse to the new changes. 


As Redeemer celebrates forty years of opening up a space 
for faith-filled learning, we are currently in a spot on Re- 
deemer’s timeline with more notable milestones than ever 
before. This is attributable to the student boom, a revival of 
school spirit after a COVID-19-induced energy recession, 
and an expansion of opportunities in leadership, commu- 
nity, and academics. 


Campus Additions 

One of the most notable and convenient changes of this 
past year is the full construction of the Charis Centre and 
the reconstruction of its accompanying parking lots. 


Nathan Reid-Welford, a third-year English student and 
resident of Charis, has enjoyed his experience living there: 
“The building is definitely an upgrade from the older 
dorms. The best parts are the kitchen, the new appliances 
that make cooking better, and the comfortable furniture.” 


On another note, Nathan is not satisfied with other fea- 
tures in the Charis building, especially “the lack of storage 
space in the bedrooms.” Nathan continues, “There are not 
enough laundry machines in the basement, and they make 
laundry a longer process than it should be.” 


As for the parking updates, Aidan Maxwell, a commuter 
studying politics and international studies, has voiced both 
concerns and appreciations for this new addition. Since the 
lots stretch from the gym to Augustine Hall, Aidan finds 
that securing a spot has not been an obstacle: “I like that 
they are well-kept; there is usually a lot of space.” 


However, parking at Redeemer has its discontents. “I dis- 
like that I have to pay for parking at the university I already 
pay to go to,” says Aidan. Likewise, parking can be frustrat- 
ing at times, given that making the turn into the lot is a 
difficult task. Aidan goes on to say, “There’s been several 
times where I've had to open my car door or stretch my 
stomach out my window to reach [card reader].” 


In the new year, Redeemer students are generally content 
with the convenient upgrades in parking and residence. 
But, since they are fresh additions, there is no doubt they 
require improvement. Nevertheless, these requests, like 
Nathan's and Aidan’s, depend on the advocacy and support 
from the student body. 


The latest construction update is the new road on the east 
side of the building, which is in its early stages but is still 
an exciting development Redeemer students can anticipate 
in the near future. 


Academic Additions 

The Fall 2022 season also includes the launch of new pro- 
grams in Redeemer’s academic sphere. Approved as a re- 
sult from the passing Bill-213 by the Ontario Legislature, 
Redeemer is now offering a Bachelor of Kinesiology. Intro- 
ducing a B.Kin. is a recent trend among universities, since 
it is more attractive for professional institutions. 


Additionally, with a rapid increase in students enrolled in 
the business program, the Redeemer community witnessed 
the introduction of the School of Business and a new Bach- 
elor of Business Administration. Third-year business ma- 
jor, Sarah Prins, felt motivated to pursue a BBA because it 
opens up more opportunities for her career. As Sarah re- 
marks, “There is not much change in the BBA; it has simi- 
lar courses and content. We did have to take a math course, 
but it could have easily been incorporated into Finance or 
Operations Management.” 


For other business students, the business program has 
expanded into adopting a professional character, align- 
ing with other schools to prepare students for the business 
environment. An impactful development in the School of 
Business is the new website launched last year. Sarah says 
that the website “gives good guidance of what to expect 
from the School of Business and its opportunities,” 


There are also two new majors in the music department: 
honours major in church music ministry and general ma- 
jor in music in worship, both of which display a beautiful 
blend of music and theology. Students who enroll in those 
majors will explore music in a manner rooted in Scripture. 
They will look at historical perspectives in music from the 
church and prepare to lead traditional and contemporary 
styles of worship. 


Outside of the degree programs, an important milestone 
in Redeemer’s history of academic growth is the official 
launch of the Albert M. Wolters Centre for Christian Schol- 
arship on September 30, 2022. Formerly called the Centre 
for Christian Scholarship, this institution honours Dr. Al 
Wolters, the well-renowned scholar, theologian, and for- 
mer professor at Redeemer, by conducting research in the 
area of public theology, hosting lectures, and offering the 
Emerging Public Intellectual Award. 


The launch event concluded with Dr. Jonathan Juilfs pre- 
senting the awards for the student essay competition, given 
to Zachary Schenk, Naomi Avery, and Johnny Gordon, all 
of whom eloquently describes how the Reformed world- 
view plays an important part in their work and studies. 


The keynote speaker Dr. Gayle Doornbos encouraged the 
Redeemer community to embrace the posture of curiosity, 
as it strengthens our desire to explore God's world through 
academic research. Doornbos offers a key indication for 
how we ought to respond to these expansions in the aca- 


demic sphere, which requires the exploration of interdisci- 
plinary approaches, such as the music department's incor- 
poration of theology into their studies. 


Student Senate 

Student Senate is also playing a large role in attending to 
the changes of the Redeemer community. In a conversa- 
tion with Student Senate president Marshall Chapman, 
his excitement for the new season was summarized in one 
word: “growth.” Marshall and the senate are well-prepared 
to serve as guides to the flourishing community of Redeem- 
er. Marshall continued, “I am excited for the all-time high 
enrollment, new faces, exiting the pandemic, and seeing 
student life back to normal. 


“My job is to serve the student body and respond to their 
needs. I love Redeemer, and I love my community. I am 
excited to bridge the gap between the campus body and 
student senate, to make ourselves known, be honest and 
transparent, and listen to student needs.” 


Marshall and the rest of the senate are likewise excited to 
announce their new position: the community engagement 
facilitator. Marshall said, “This position is designed to con- 
nect students to not only the Ancaster community but also 
the Hamilton community.” This year’s facilitator’s job, ap- 
pointed to Joel Naves, involves managing community in- 
volvement and introducing many opportunities to serve in 
a Christ-like manner outside the borders of the Redeemer 
community. Additionally, there is also a head media team 
leader, another new position under the senate, appointed 
to Kristen Hogan. 


Another important development by Senate is the monthly, 
emailed “Student Body Update,” inspired by a suggestion 
from a Crown article released in March 2022. These emails 
aim to inform the student body about student senate and 
how they plan to use student funds. 


The Path and Its Meaning 

In assessing these changing developments, Nathan Reid- 
Welford attributes it to Redeemer “hoping to revamp itself 
and build things coming out of COVID-19.” Given the “new 
focus on athletics with staffing changes, games at the Tim 
Hortons field, and adding new programs to the music de- 
partment,” Nathan perceives Redeemer as aiming to pres- 
ent itself as a legitimate university. Generally speaking, the 
members of the Redeemer family are hopeful about finding 
their place in the university. 


The last notable addition to the Redeemer is the Path or 
the rustic snake-like bench in the middle of campus. Ahead 
of time, Redeemer students were thrilled to see a new ar- 
tistic addition on social media, but most students were 
unfamiliar with its significance as an artistic addition on 
campus. The Path is intended for passersby to pop a squat 
and “reflect on the journey God has set before them.” When 
reflecting on our journeys, it is no question that we are in- 
dividually on the path of many journeys, whether it be our 
family, nation, or school. 


This image is no doubt a valuable reminder for members of 
a Christ-centered community empowered by recent excit- 
ing developments: we will experience highs, we should an- 
ticipate lows, but our destination will be one of restoration, 
where all things will be made new (Revelation 21:5). 
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Themes for a New Team 


An Address from Student Senate President Marshall Chapman 


As we settle into our brand-new 2022-2023 Fall 
semester—students ease into dorm life, juggle school with 
part-time work and a social life, and perhaps even begin 
the process of mid-term prep—ten student senators are set- 
tling into their roles as student leaders and servants, many 
of whom are wearing new shoes and filling new roles. Of 
the seven elected senators, only three are returning from 
the previous academic year, with an additional three first- 
year assistants hired in mid-September. 


So, how does a new president lead a team of (mostly) new 
senators? What are the themes and goals for the 2022- 
2023 Redeemer University student senate team? Here are 
the values we strive to work by. 


Positivity: to show an eagerness to help and love each and 
every student we come into contact with this year; a desire 


to serve and aid the needs, concerns, and interests of the 
student body here at Redeemer. 


Unity: to show support and inclusion to those with whom 
we differ; to support them in their differences. Paul en- 
courages the church at Ephesus, “Be completely humble 
and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace (Ephesians 4: 2-3). 


Encouragement: to encourage the student body in embrac- 
ing extracurricular events, clubs, and off- campus activities 
throughout Ancaster and the Greater Hamilton Area. 
Humility: to always be mindful of why we serve and who 
we serve. Our duty as senators is to serve the student body 
at Redeemer University and advance the Kingdom of Jesus 
Christ here on campus. 


Sustainability: to do our job to the best of our abilities; to 
treat our role and our peers with dignity and respect. The 
students of Redeemer have voted us into these roles and 
have instilled their trust in us. As Senators, we have to re- 
member and acknowledge that in every decision we make 
we impact the future of Redeemer. 


These are the themes that your 2022/23 student senate 
team is taking into the academic year. Our job as student 
elected representatives is to aid and assist the requests, 
concerns, and interests of the student body, taking these 
into account and relaying them to the administration and 
institution that is Redeemer University. 


In order to effectively do this, students need to know that 
their voice matters. Your thoughts and ideas are important, 
do not be afraid to share them with us. We post regularly 
on Instagram and the Redeemer App, as well as send out 
monthly newsletters and updates to the student body. Stay 
up to date with our work and give us feedback with your 
thoughts on our projects and decisions. We are here be- 
cause of you, and we exist to serve you and your interests. 


The student senate team at Redeemer is encouraging 
all students, from first years to second-year education 
students, to get involved in the Redeemer community— 
through clubs, on/off campus events, intramural sports, 
and senate-sponsored events. 


Student Senate oversees the coordination of 25+ student- 
run clubs, many of which operate on a basis that takes stu- 
dents off campus and allows them to interact with the com- 
munity in the Hamilton area. Deeds provides a fantastic 
opportunity for students to serve the homeless community 
in downtown Hamilton with hot chocolate and fellowship 
on Friday nights. The hiking club provides the Redeemer 
community a chance to sightsee and explore the beautiful 
trails along the Niagara Escarpment and the surrounding 
area. Other clubs like the Klassen-Louter Theatre Com- 
pany (or theatre club), the conservative club, and the yoga 
club offer outlets for students to unwind and socialize 
while remaining on campus. Get involved! 


Our Activities Coordinator, Laurel Andrews, has several 
events planned (and two that have already taken place) for 
Redeemer students, including a colour run, a fall fair, a tal- 
ent show, coffee houses, a banquet and a comedy night! 
Our Spiritual Events Coordinator, Sebastian Caldwell, has 
planned a variety of spiritual events, worship nights, and 
retreats throughout the year—seek them out, and take part! 
Get involved on and off campus! The variety of extracur- 
ricular activities here at Redeemer is a strength of the stu- 
dent body; take advantage of it. 


As always, our social media platforms, email addresses, 
and office door are always open to feedback of any kind— 
even to come say “hi.” 


In your service, 
Marshall Chapman 


Student Senate President 
2022/23 Redeemer University Student Senate 


The Burden of Busyness in First Year 


DANIEL WALESSA 
JUNIOR REPORTER 


Entering university is an extremely exciting yet 
daunting time in a student's life. It is a time of both be- 
ginning and ending as high school is left behind. We will 
all form new friendships, learn new skills, and create new 
memories. However, university also brings unique stresses 
and pressures for each student, particularly first years who 
are in a completely new environment. Deadlines, tests, due 
dates, readings, homework, and the demand for better per- 
formance can be overwhelming. The pressures that univer- 
sity students carry are difficult to manage without a plan 
and affect every student differently. 


During my first month at Redeemer, I can attest to the 
high stresses that we each have to deal with. Deadlines 
ominously creep up on you when you are least expecting 
them. Three weeks can feel like an eternity until you have 
two tests and an assignment due the next day. This article 
itself, in discussing the stress of university students, caused 
me significant and ironic stress when I almost missed the 
submission deadline! 


After discussing stress and workload with other first 
year students it became clear how universal this struggle 
is. Some students said they felt very stressed and over- 
whelmed. When asked to explain their stress level, answers 
ranged from “very” to an 8 out of 10. Others said the sheer 


Strategies to Overcome Stress 


number of tests and assignments due down the road was 
stress-inducing. With all of the distractions and opportuni- 
ties universities offer to procrastinate, stresses can build 
until they tower the night before a deadline. I know that 
I greatly related to my classmates’ answers, and I assume 
that you can all relate as well. Frankly, anyone who claims 
they are unphased by the stress of university is either a ge- 
nius or simply hiding how they truly feel. 


Now, although the tone of this article has been rather de- 
pressing thus far, it should be noted that there are many 
methods students can use to combat stress. For example, 
one student, Anika Fitzpatrick, said she would schedule 
her time and would sometimes stay away from her dorm to 
prevent distractions. 


Vince Olivo suggested taking full advantage of the resourc- 
es the professors provide, such as notes or PowerPoint 
slides, as they are the ones giving us the tests and assign- 
ments. Olivo also added that all students should pay at- 
tention in class and become better note-takers, which will 
make studying much easier. 


The final first year I interviewed was Diego Rivas. He said 
that to reduce stress, he just refused to focus or worry 
about his assignments. My personal advice to help others 
avoid stress would be to give yourself start dates for assign- 
ments or tests. Look through your course syllabus and plan 
out when to begin a project or start studying. Even if you do 
not have the time to start a project a week in advance, sim- 


ply writing it down will remind your brain of the deadline 
and help you start earlier than the night before. 


Finally, as Christians, we can rely on God to give us peace 
as we work through our problems. Unlike us, God is not 
worried about deadlines or tests, and he does not want you 
to worry either. Isaiah 26:3 states, “You will keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on you, because he 
trusts in you.” This verse demonstrates God's provisions in 
our lives and how if we focus and trust in him, he will grant 
us peace. John 14:27 also highlights this when it says: 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you... Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” Oftentimes, 
even as Christians, it can be very tempting to look at our 
situation, inhale once, and panic; however, God reminds 
us that he is our source of peace and our solution to fear. 


In summary, while university can be a daunting experi- 
ence for freshmen, there are many resources we have as 
Redeemer students to help. Our professors are one of the 
most important resources we as students can use. I have 
already taken advantage of my business professors’ will- 
ingness to meet to discuss a problem I was experiencing 
with an assignment. I would encourage all of my fellow stu- 
dents to email professors if they are having difficulty in the 
class because they actually care and want you to succeed. 
Lastly, I would like to advise all of you to stop reading this 
and do your homework! 
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RIENEKE HELDER 
SENIOR REPORTER 


One glance at the timeline of Redeemer's history 
on the wall across from the auditorium makes it evident 
that the last few years have seen significant change and 
growth for our institution. Much of God's provision that 
made it possible for Redeemer’s expansion—not purely in 
enrollment rates but also in facilities, housing options, de- 
gree programs, and even a rebranding—can be seen in the 
generosity of countless donors. 


Four years ago, Redeemer University announced a tu- 
ition reduction rate of 42% for the following Fall semester. 
This reduction was the result of five years of funding that 
amassed a total of $11 million from various generous do- 
nors. Consequently, tuition dropped from the previous rate 
of $16,992 to $9,800, saving Redeemer students $7,192 
per year. 


Marnie Hoogkamp from the financial aid department 
shared some of the story behind this pivotal moment in 
Redeemer’s story. 


“It was very exciting!” Hoogkamp said. “I was coming back 
from a vacation, and I got a call to go to my director’s office 
where he told me. There was almost a sense of relief. In 
financial aid, you are always working with students who are 
struggling to pay for university; to have such a large dona- 
tion led to such a sense of excitement.” 


Crossword Puzzle 
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The reduction has not applied universally to every stu- 
dent, however. All tuition rates were frozen for a year, but 
now, “International students and Bachelor of Education 
students are paying the same tuition rate,” she continued, 
“which is higher than the undergraduate domestic student 
tuition rates. [We recognize] that they have a greater finan- 
cial cost to study here at Redeemer. 


“As great as the news about tuition reduction is, there is 
still recognition that not everyone is benefitting from 
that—especially in our office as we try to help [all] students 
figure out how to pay for university. There are likely quite a 
few students who may feel like it’s unfair or not equitable; 
I totally understand and acknowledge that. Our job is just 
trying to work with them to get the funding they need to 
cover those higher costs.” 


For the majority of students, the reduction has also helped 
in stretching other sources of aid even further. Previously, 
students may have maxed out their OSAP funding and still 
been unable to make ends meet with the $16,000 of tuition. 
With lower rates, students have been able to use other aid 
they receive to account for all of their fees as students. 


What has this actually done for the larger body of Re- 
deemer? Towards the beginning of the implementation of 
this donation, Redeemer had 789 students enrolled head- 
ing into the Fall of 2019. Three years later, the fall of 2021 
saw an increase to 1,014 registered students. The tuition 
reduction has opened the door for more students to join 
the Redeemer community that otherwise would not be able 
to. As the 2019 Resound story announcing the reduction 


We thought it may be fun for you as readers to take a break and use your knowledge about Redeemer to complete this 
crossword. Though the answers cannot be found anywhere in this edition we encourage you to reach out to faculty, staff, 
other students, and even us members of the Crown team to find out all the answers! Happy puzzling:) 


Down: 


1. The current Student Senate president 

2. Our brand new academic building 

4. The mens’ hockey team win count in 1982 
6. The age of the Redeemer 

7. This team won RU Launch 2022 

9. Redeemer’s unique curriculum 


11. The location on campus that draws a crowd 


Across: 


3. Redeemer'’s fifth president 

5. An art piece that roams our halls 

8. A new centre located in the Charis building 
10. Located in front of the main entrance 

12. The mascot for the Royals 


13. The app for all course-related material 
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put it, “The move will put the privately funded and publicly 
chartered university within reach for many more students, 
making it possible for them to participate in a Christ-cen- 
tred university education on a spiritually vibrant campus.” 
The tuition fee would be frozen for four years, beginning 
in the 2019-2020 school year. Currently, we are in the fi- 
nal year of frozen tuition, so it is expected that rates will 
increase slowly beginning next year. Upon discussing with 
students on campus, it is evident that many are unsure as 
to how this will actually play out in our fees. 


“We've been able to reset our tuition structure so that we 
can sustain it moving forward,” Hoogkamp assured. “The 
expectation is that we won’t ever have to go back to the 
rates that we were charging before. We hope to maintain 
it with small, slight increases every year. That way we can 
continue to draw students to Redeemer who might not 
have been able to afford previously. That was the ultimate 
goal, to make Christian post-secondary education more af- 
fordable for more students.” 


“You also have to factor in cost of living, inflation,” Hoog- 
kamp continued. “The increase in tuition will not be large; 
the administration will do as much as we can to keep it as 
low as possible.” 


With only one more school year left of the frozen tuition 
rates, it is important that students be made aware of how 
tuition rates will be changing in the coming years, as well 
as comforted that Redeemer’s Christian education will re- 
main more accessible for the foreseeable future. 
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LAN DEJONG 
SENIOR REPORTER 


Summer Stories 


This section features stories from four different students at Redeemer. From randomly bumping into the 


Student Senate president at Home Depot to being trapped in the mud, here are the wild summer stories told by 
some of Redeemer’s best story-tellers. 


Story by: Johnny Gordon 


“During the summer, I was working as 
an assistant director at Ontario pioneer 
camp. On one of my days off, I went to 
Home Depot to pick up some camp sup- 
plies, and, lo and behold, bumped into 
Marshall Chapman. Marshall was work- 
ing with MP Scott Aitchison, and he had 
to get studs for a new office wall. The 
pleasant surprise turned into quite the 
adventure. Marshall and I boarded my 
friend’s boat in Mary Lake. As the boat 
hit the water, a thunderstorm hit. That 
would not stop Marshall and me from 
our mission. We boated to an island in 
the middle of the lake, docked the boat 
to a tree, and jumped off of a 45-foot tall 


cliff.” 


Story by: Devan Ferrier 


“This summer, I had the opportunity to 
travel to New Brunswick with my fam- 
ily. One of the activities that my Mom 
planned was a Whale Watching trip on 

a tall ship (essentially a wooden pirate 
ship with an engine) in St. Andrews. We 
went out during low tide and returned 
due to high tide. The scenery was incred- 
ible. What was particularly interesting 
was seeing how the scenery changed 
between high and low tide, especially the 
cliffs. We also saw some sea life: birds, 
seals and porpoises. And we did catch 

a glimpse of a few small Minke Whales 
(a smaller species). Despite the chilly 
weather at sea and the bit of rain that we 
got, it was a truly wonderful experience. 
If you're in New Brunswick, I would rec- 
ommend a high seas whale adventure.” 


Humans-0t— 
Redeemer 


A Story From 
Matt Buikema 
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Story by: Hannah Horlings 


“I was a tree planter this summer. The 
hardest things that I’ve encountered 
through that job : the bugs, my mind, a 
one-month-long camp, cold, rain, bad 
land, the bugs, and more bugs. Unfortu- 
nately, this one day, all of those com- 
piled to make the worst day ever. It was 
raining all day; I was stuck in land that 
was super tricky to plant in, the bugs 
were somehow still out, and I was sick. 
The morale was lower than the ground, 
and I planted so little that day, stopping 
for the occasional hacking-my-brains- 
out as the cold rain made my cold worse, 
and I swallowed some bugs. It was the 
recipe for losing my mind. I got back on 
the bus, relieved that the day was over, 
and we had made it to camp. I walked 
over to my tent that I thought would 

be my forever tent and saw that the fly 
had been completely split in half by the 
wind, unfixable. It was better than get- 
ting ripped by the bears as other people 
had, but after that day, I looked at it, 
laughed, grabbed my stuff, and went to 
the showers to forget about the day.” 


Stoy by: Jana Arnold 


“During a backcountry camping trip in 
Temagami this summer, the water levels 
were lower than we thought. At one of 
our portages, we hit mud about eight 
feet from the entrance. After paddling 
as far into it as we could, I thought that 
pushing from outside of the canoe might 
be easier. So, I jumped out and promptly 
sunk knee-deep into the muck. You'd 
think at this point I would have realized 
my mistake, but instead I proceeded to 
push the canoe towards the entrance. 
Next thing I knew, I was hip-deep in the 
mud and unable to move my legs. The 
thought that this would be my demise 
crossed my mind, but luckily, with the 
help of my fellow adventurers and a lot 
of willpower, I could take one very slow, 
very sticky step at a time to reach the 
end. Safe to say, I will be more care- 

ful and check my pride before literally 
jumping into something like that again.” 


Each summer provides an opportunity for stu- 
dents to practice the gathering and sending of the body 
of believers, each of us returning home or venturing out 
into something new for a season. All students have stories 
about what their summers were like. 


Nearly a dozen Redeemer students found themselves 
planting trees in northern Ontario, including Matt Bui- 
kema, a second-year social work student: “I wanted to get 
away for a while. Being at home, there are other things 
you have to tend to; life just felt busy.” Tree planting, as 
it turns out, is exactly the place to go to retreat for a while 
and come back refreshed. 


According to Buikema, “It’s very hard work physically, but 
it’s also mentally difficult because of bugs, rain, swamp, 
thick bush—a variety of things that are demoralizing. The 
days are hard but gratifying, especially when you know 


you've done well for yourself that day. The thing is, no one 
during the day is planting more trees because of the mon- 
ey; it’s a numbers game. How far can I go? How hard can 
| push myself? 


“Every morning our supervisor would hop on the hood of 


the bus that drove us to where we'd be planting and give us 
a quote. One morning, he gave us the entire speech from 
Rocky—it was a day when we had to plant 110,000 trees. 
Otherwise, we would've had to work on the weekend. He 
came around and gave us each a Red Bull and a chocolate 
bar, and we ended up planting 123,000 trees that day. 


“When I started, I kept asking the veterans for advice. 
These people had been here anywhere between two and 
nine years. | kept getting, ‘Just plant trees.’ It bothered me 
so much at first, and I was really frustrated that that’s all 
they had to tell me. But as time went on I realized how 


real that was. It’s not, ‘Let the bugs bother you and plant 
trees,’ or, ‘Complain about the swamp and plant trees.’ 
Focus on the trees. 


“The buses we took everyday had quotes written all over 
them. So many of them said, “Tree planting is a mindset; 
bad land is a mindset.’ Everything is a mindset. As physi- 
cal as the job is, it’s just as mental. You have to ignore so 
much in order to keep planting. Sure, it’s great for your 
bank account—but I think it’s even better for your sense 
of gratification.” 


“This summer, I learned how gratifying it is to push your- 
self mentally. To break down those walls you put up for 
yourself and go completely out of your comfort zone—I'm 
going back next year.” 


